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Welcome Message 

Good evening and welcome all, to the 2025 AGM for the Volunteer Center of St. Lawrence-Rideau. 
Many thanks to Frank for speaking on my behalf. I am sorry to miss the meeting this evening. I am taken 
away to attend a very significant personal event. 
Thank you to all involved with the Volunteer Centre. Thank you for your time, insights and volunteerism. 
The Volunteer Centre continues to offer valuable resources for our community. 
Three thousand plus tax returns were completed by our volunteers, to assist vulnerable community 
members. These returns translate to reduction of other community financial demands. It also 
contributes to spending in our community. 
The financial support of the United Way of Leeds and Grenville is greatly appreciated. The partnership is 
essential to enable our work to continue to assist the most vulnerable in our community.  
Thank you, Frank Rockett, our Executive Director, for guiding the Volunteer Center through the many 
challenges of the past year. As we close the fiscal, we look to your expertise on navigating the next year. 
The continuation of community involvement and elevation of our awareness will be central to your 
mandate.  Your navigation of staff, partnerships in addition to brick-and-mortar issues is much 
appreciated. We look forward to your continued success with securing partnerships. 
Thank you to our committed Board Members for their generous time and direction over the past year. 
Ramika Batra as always, has offered a consistent presence and perspective. Treasurer Nishunk Saxena 
has excelled at reporting monthly details and financial perspective which formed the framework for our 
conversions regarding the future of our financial health. We are thankful to have new board member 
Victoria Redekopp join us this year. We look forward to her insights and guidance for the coming year. 
 
After six years on the board, I step back as an active board member. I will continue to participate in 
fundraising events and support the Volunteer Centre as an advisor. 
Best for the AGM. A significant meeting that will be important for decisions moving forward. 

 
Beth Scott 
Director 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Volunteer Centre of St. Lawrence-Rideau 

Annual General Meeting – June 19, 2025 

7:00 PM 

42 George St. 2nd Floor Boardroom 

Agenda 

 

1. Welcome and roll call        Frank 

 

2. Introductory remarks        Frank for Beth 

 

3. Appointment of the Secretary      Frank 

 

4. Approvals         Frank 

a. Agenda 

b. Minutes of the previous meeting – June 26, 2023 

 

5. Annual report         Frank 

 

6. Audited Financial Statements – December 31, 2024,   Fran 

 

7. Appointment of auditor for 2025      Nishunk 

 

8. Nomination of the Board of Directors for 2025 - 2026   Frank 

(Ramika Batra, Nishunk Saxena, Victoria Redekopp) 

9. Other business        Frank 

 

10. Closing remarks and final ratification      Frank 
 

 

 



 
 

Annual General Meeting 
Volunteer Centre – June 13, 2024 

Minutes 
 
Present: Priti Luhadia (chair), Peter Goodman (minutes), Beth Scott, Ramika Batra, Francine Levere (auditor), 
Frank Rockett (Executive Director), Nishunk Saxena (guest) 
 

1. Call to Order – the meeting was called to order at 7:21 pm by Priti. 
 

2. Opening Remarks from the Chair 

a. Priti gave her introductory remarks as circulated in advance and thanked everyone for their work 

over the past year. 

 

3. Appointment of Secretary 
a. Peter was appointed to take minutes. 

 
4. Approval of Agenda 

 
Motion: to approve the agenda as presented 

Moved by: Beth 

Seconded by: Ramika 

Motion approved 

 
5. Approval of Minutes from the previous AGM 

 
Motion: to approve the minutes of the June 26, 2023, AGM as presented. 

Moved by: Peter 

Seconded by: Beth 

Motion approved 

 

6. Annual Report 
a. Frank presented his annual report as circulated in advance. 

 
7. Audited Financial Statements 

a. Fran Levere presented, in detail, the audited financial statements of December 31, 2023. 
 

Motion: to accept the December 31, 2023, audited financial statements as reported by Fran Levere of 

Fran Levere Professional Corporation. 

Moved by: Peter 

Seconded by: Priti 

Motion approved 

 
8. Appointment of Auditor for 2024 

 
Motion: to appoint the accounting company Fran Levere Professional Corporation as the auditor for 

2024. 

Moved by: Beth 

Seconded by: Priti 

Motion approved 



 

9. Nomination and Election of the Board of Directors 
a. Peter Goodman resigned from the Volunteer Centre board as previously notified. 

 

b. Prior to the AGM a call for nomination to the Board of Directors was held at a regular board 
meeting. The following nominees have accepted nomination and have indicated their 
willingness to serve: 

i. Priti Luhadia – Chair 

ii. Nishunk Saxena – Treasurer 

iii. Beth Scott – Director 

iv. Ramika Batra - Director 

 

Motion: to approve the appointment of the 2024 – 2025 Board of Directors 

Moved by: Priti 

Seconded by: Ramika 

Motion approved 

 
10. Final Ratification 

 
Motion: to approve and ratify the decisions made by the Board of Directors during the previous year, 
2023. 
Moved by: Priti 
Seconded by: Beth 
Motion approved 

 
11. Other Business 

a. Frank will schedule a meeting with Scotiabank to add Nishunk and remove Peter as signing 
officers. 

 
 
 
 
 

12. Adjournment 
 

Motion: to adjourn the AGM at 7:30 pm 

Moved by: Nishunk 

Seconded by: Ramika 

Motion approved 

 

 

 

 

Executive Director: __________________________________ - Frank Rockett 

 
 
 

Treasurer:    N. Saxena                                  - Nishunk Saxena 

 
 
 
 
 



2024 Annual Report 

2024 was a year of both challenges and continued impact for the Volunteer Centre of St. Lawrence-
Rideau. While we faced financial headwinds due to reduced funding from two of our core funders, 
impacted by broader economic struggles, we remained steadfast in our mission to support and 
strengthen volunteerism across Leeds and Grenville. 

Despite these setbacks, membership in the Centre grew, and our online volunteer matching tool 
continued to be a vital resource for the region, with over 10,000 views of local volunteer opportunities. In 
partnership with our Board of Directors, we developed a lean operating budget and exercised prudent 
financial stewardship to ensure the continuity of our services. 

In 2024, the Volunteer Centre was visible and active in the community. We participated in numerous 
public events across the region to promote our work and connect with both new volunteers and potential 
partners. A particular highlight was our presence at the Brockville and District Chamber of Commerce 
Annual Awards Gala, where we proudly supported the Volunteer Lifetime Achievement Award, a 
celebration that recognized the enduring impact of volunteerism in our region. 

Our programs continued to make a real difference. The Community Volunteer Income Tax Program 
offered free tax preparation at five locations across Leeds and Grenville, helping residents maximize 
benefits and navigate financial systems. Complementing this, our Financial Literacy Program 
empowered both youth and adults with essential knowledge about budgeting, debt, and responsible 
money management. 

This year also saw the return of the Community-Wide Clean-Up, which brought together volunteers to 
beautify parks, and public spaces. Our support of this initiative not only promoted environmental 
stewardship but also encouraged civic engagement. 

Throughout 2024, the Volunteer Centre remained focused on building strong, resilient communities. 
Through the power of volunteerism, we continued to drive positive change and provide meaningful 
opportunities for service and connection. 

As we look ahead to 2025, the Centre's Board and Staff are energized by the growing engagement of our 
volunteers and members. We remain committed to strengthening our community partnerships and 
ensuring that every resident has the opportunity to contribute, connect, and thrive. 

Frank Rockett, Executive Director 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 

2024-2025 Board of Directors 
 
Nishunk Saxena | Treasurer 

Beth Scott | Director 

Ramika Batra | Director 

Victoria Redekopp | Director 

Centre Staff 
 
Frank Rockett | Executive Director 

Nichole Lapointe | Administrative Assistant 

Ava Lisqum | Administrative Assistant 
 

 

 

Contact Information 
Street: 42 George St, Brockville, ON  Mailing: PO Box 576 Brockville, ON K6V 5V7 
Email: info@volunteercentre.ca  Phone: (613) 499 - 9393 

Office Hours: Monday – Thursday 10:00am – 3:00pm  

Special Thanks to: 

 

mailto:info@volunteercentre.ca
tel:16134999393

